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GUESTS:  The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but his 

very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 

union with him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and 

loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes.  Because those who eat and 
drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not 
yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation 
and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are 
asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.   
 

Each of these statements would then be concluded with the following: 
 

The following questions are helpful in preparing for attendance at the Lord’s Supper. 
 

 Have I been baptized in the name of the Triune God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit?  

 Do I believe that I am a sinful human being with no hope of eternal life except for 

God’s mercy in Christ? 

 Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and my precious Savior? 

 Do I believe that He is personally present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion with 

His Body and Blood (Real Presence)? 

 Am I in fellowship with this congregation (Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod)? 

 Do I intend by the power of the Holy Spirit to live a Godly life? 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

397 As with Gladness Men of Old 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt.  Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1786–1872  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
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with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

 glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

 his understanding is beyond measure. 
But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 

 in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 

 Praise your God, O Zion! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

 glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
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P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

   

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

This Is the Feast (sung) LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 

people of God. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are 

His. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. 

Amen. 
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This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

   

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your 

incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4–15 
 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. 

Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the 

LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall 

give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 

servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 

righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him 

this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 
7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David 

my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come 

in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a 

great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your 

servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern 

between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” 

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, 

“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches 

or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern 
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what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a 

wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like 

you shall arise after you. 13I give you also what you have not asked, both riches 

and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14And if 

you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your 

father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem 

and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt 

offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in 

him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 

before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, 

according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with 

which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his 

blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 
8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the 

mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a 

plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things 

on earth. 

 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 

the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so 

that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 
13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 

and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his 

glory. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:40–52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

  
  

 40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor 
of God was upon him. 
 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 
42And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And 
when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group 
they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their 
relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they did not find him, they returned to 
Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, 
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all 
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And when 
his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why 
have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in 
great distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the 
saying that he spoke to them. 51And he went down with them and came to 
Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these 
things in her heart. 
 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here 

 

 

 
Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.  Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, 

Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
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     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

We pray for the Church, that the light of the Gospel of salvation be 

proclaimed here and everywhere, the wisdom of God be honored and 

followed, and the gifts of God be treasured and shared. Lord of the Church, 

C in mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

P We pray as this New Year begins for our nation and for all of the people of 

the world, that there be an end to hostilities and that times of peacefulness 

and wellness everywhere prevail. Lord of all times and all people, 

C in mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

P We pray for our families and our neighbors. Help us to remember that each 

person in our lives is a precious gift from God. Guided by the Holy Spirit, 

help us to choose wisely how we invest our time in the coming weeks and 

find in our associations with God’s people a source of mutual support and 

blessing. Lord of all generations, 

C in mercy, hear our prayer. 
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P We pray for all sorts and conditions of people, especially making our 

petitions for the hospitalized and those who are shut in. We pray for those 

whose lives are in transition, the unemployed, those who are downcast or 

grieving, and for all those for whom our intercession is desired, [including . . 

.]. Lord of care and grace, 

C in mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

P As a community of the faithful gathered, we remember those who have 

shared the faith with us and now have departed this earthly life, especially 

those whose earthly lives came to an end in the past year. Direct our ways 

that we complete our journey of life in faith with divine wisdom to direct us. 

At the end of our days, bring us to rejoice together eternally with saints and 

angels and all the company of heaven in light everlasting. Lord of eternity, 

C in mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory LSB 159 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 

You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 

person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear 

our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 

To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
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Distribution 
395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 
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5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 

    Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 

    His love is never ending! 

        Sing out! Ring out! 

    Jubilation! 

    Exultation! 

        Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 
 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 

    The end and the beginning! 

He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place 

    Beyond all tears and sinning! 

        Amen! Amen! 

    Come, Lord Jesus! 

    Crown of gladness! 

        We are yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002421  Tune: Public domain 

 

411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 
 

ref In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 
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3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 

Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002421 

 

625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 

    May I in grace possess You. 

Let me with holy food be fed, 

    In hunger I address You. 

Prepare me well for You, O Lord, 

And, humbly by my prayer implored, 

    Give me Your grace and mercy. 
 

2 To pastures green, Lord, safely guide, 

    To restful waters lead me; 

Your table well for me provide, 

    Your wounded hand now feed me. 

Though weary, sinful, sick, and weak, 

Refuge in You alone I seek, 

    To share Your cup of healing. 
 

3 O bread of heav’n, my soul’s delight, 

    For full and free remission 

I come with prayer before Your sight 

    In sorrow and contrition. 

Your righteousness, Lord, cover me 

That I receive You worthily, 

    Assured of Your full pardon. 
 

4 I do not merit favor, Lord, 

    My weight of sin would break me; 

In all my guilty heart’s discord, 

    O Lord, do not forsake me. 

In my distress this comforts me 

That You receive me graciously, 

    O Christ, my Lord of mercy! 
Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, alt. 

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 
Monday 1/6 7:00 pm Voter’s Meeting 

Wednesday 1/8 
8:15 am Chapel 

6:00 pm Worship On Wednesday w/Communion 

Sunday 1/12 

8:30 & 10:30 am 
Worship  

**Installation of Officers-both services 

9:40 am Sunday School & Bible Study 

12:00 pm YSC & The GATE-Bowling  
 

Altar Flowers:  This morning's altar flowers were given by Charlene Bauer in 

loving memory of her husband, Randy, who passed away one year ago on January 

3rd. 

 

2025 Offering Envelopes:  The 2025 offering envelopes are located in the back of 

the church. If you cannot find your envelopes, contact the office at 

churchsecretary@trinitymonitor.org, or add your name to the list on the envelope 

table.  

 

WOW:  Our next set of WOW (Worship On Wednesday) Praise services will begin 

on January 8, 2025.   
 

 

 

 

 
 

HEAR his Word 

CONFESS your sins 

RECEIVE Christ’s forgiveness 

CHANGE for the better 

GLORIFY God 
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