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Confession and Absolution 
 

Opening Hymn #754 Entrust Your Days and Burdens 

 

 

 

 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 13, 2026 
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5 O blessèd heir of heaven, 

    You’ll hear the song resound 

Of endless jubilation 

    When you with life are crowned. 

In your right hand your maker 

    Will place the victor’s palm, 

And you will thank Him gladly 

    With heaven’s joyful psalm. 
 

6 Our hands and feet, Lord, strengthen; 

    With joy our spirits bless 

Until we see the ending 

    Of all our life’s distress. 

And so throughout our lifetime 

    Keep us within Your care 

And at our end then bring us 

    To heav’n to praise You there. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1–5): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (st. 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 

Tune: Stephen R. Johnson, 1966 

Text (sts. 1–5): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 6): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002421 

Tune: © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002421 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 143:1–2; antiphon: v. 9 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

 for no one living is righteous before you. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 
 

Kyrie (sung) LSB 168 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 170 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day (responses sung) 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your 

Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15–21 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us 

and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your 

father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your 

brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the 

servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and 

fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, 

for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to 

bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide 

for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 14:1–12 

 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One person 

believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats 

despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for 

God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own 

master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one 

should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the 

Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who 

abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and 

none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, 

whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that 

he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will 

all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 
12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse (sung) LSB 173 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel (responses sung) Matthew 18:21–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 

him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times 

seven. 

 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 

his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 
25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that 

he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him 

and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants 

who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 
29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 
30He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants 

saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all 

that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave 

you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow 

servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should 

pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother from your heart.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Sermon Hymn #501 Come Down, O Love Divine 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bianco da Siena, c. 1350–1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833–90 

Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Dear heavenly Father, strengthen us to fight the good fight of faith. Give us boldness and 

confidence to speak Your Word of mercy and justice in a world that does not care to listen. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, raise up faithful pastors, missionaries, teachers, and other church leaders. Stir up the hearts of 

Your faithful people to serve You with gladness and humility. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, walk with all those who are grieving the death of loved ones, [especially . . .]. Comfort them 

with the hope of the resurrection to eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, give strength and patience to those who are struggling financially. Raise up people and 

institutions that will assist them in their struggles. Help us all to look with mercy upon those who 

need help. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, we pray for the government of our nation, our state, and our city. Raise up faithful leaders 

who will defend the weak and fight for justice and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy 

upon them and heal them according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  



7 

 

P Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite mercies, which are new every morning. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.
 

Offering 

Thank you for your ongoing support of the ministry here at Trinity Lutheran Church and School. Your 

offerings are gifts to God. They help us serve Him as a witness to our community. As you continue to 

place your offerings in the baskets, mail them to the church office, or give through our online giving 

opportunities, (follow the “Giving” link on the Trinity website at www.trinitymonitor.org or text the 

word “GIVE” to 989-270-0281 and follow the directions) know that we seek to use these resources to 

the glory of God and the furthering of His Kingdom. 
 

Offertory LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction (response sung) LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

http://www.trinitymonitor.org/
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Closing Hymn #818 In Thee Is Gladness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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AUGUST TOTALS                                                                              

General Fund $49,331.61 Budgeted Income Needed Each Month $67,101.00 

Missions $820.00 General Fund Total for August $49,331.61 

BFF $350.00 TOTAL -$17,769.39 

Church Maintenance 
$15,315.00 
*includes $15,000 donation from 
the Wild Game Dinner 

ONLINE GIVING 
Text the word “GIVE” 

to 989-270-0281 
 

Thank you for your ongoing 
support of the ministry at 

Trinity Lutheran Church and 
School. 

ATTENDANCE 

School Maintenance $25.00 
9/6 

1st 72 

Tuition Assistance $85.00 2nd 40 

HVAC Matching Fund $19,570.00 
9/9 WOW ? 

Lutheran World Relief $00.00 

TOTAL $85,496.61 
Total 112 

*Memorials included in the totals above: $500.00 
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NOW HIRING EXTENDED CARE AIDE: Trinity Lutheran School is looking to fill a position in our After 

School Care Program.   Hours would be Monday-Friday from 3:00-6:00pm.  Candidates must be at least 18 years 

of age and willing to work with children from preschool to 8th grade. If you are interested, contact Mrs. Setula at 

rsteffey@trinitymonitor.org. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  We are looking for a few volunteers to help paint the Historical room.  If you can 

help, call Ian Harris (989)245-9719 or John Mrozinski (989)392-9339 to set up a time. 
 

ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB CORNER:  Many thanks to all those who helped make our 43rd Annual 

Weekend a huge success!  Whether you baked, donated, volunteered, or supported us in any way, we thank YOU!  

None of this can be possible without the army of Trinity folks behind us! 
 

An extra special thanks goes to our Sponsors for the Weekend: 

 Trinity Monitor’s Endowment Fund 

 Thrivent Action Teams 

 Adam & Kristin Wuerfel and Serv-A-Pure 

 Dr. Jessica Wagner-Jeske and In Focus Vision 

 Les Helmreich Farms 
 

This was our third highest net profit with $6,960.71!   

Our highest profit year was back in 2024 and our second highest year was 2023.   

All Athletic Booster Club profits are used to fund: 

 Trinity’s Sports Teams (In most of the other schools in our league, students have to Pay to Play.  Because 

of your support, Trinity Panther teams are fully-funded!) 

 Maintenance of the three Ballfields 

 Maintenance of the Pavilion and Grove 

 Lawn mowing of the grounds 
 

We are looking for a few more committed individuals to be a part of our team!  You are most welcome to join us 

the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm.  We usually meet out in the pavilion for the summer/warmer evenings 

and then move to the school dining room during the winter. 
 

Blessings! 

Brad Feinauer, President 
 

VLHS HOMECOMING AND GRAND TAILGATE:  Homecoming Week at VLHS is coming up soon - 

September 21-26! You are invited to attend Monday’s soccer match under the lights, Wednesday’s home 

volleyball match, or join us at Friday's Grand Tailgate, parade, and football game! The week's events can be found 

at www.vlhs.com/hoco26. On Friday September 25, the Grand Tailgate will begin at 4:30. Grab a hot dog, connect 

with friends, and play a game of cornhole at the central Valley tent, set the kids loose on the inflatables and games, 

CALENDAR 

Monday 9/14 7:00pm Voter’s Meeting 

Tuesday 9/15 9:00am Piecemakers 

Wednesday 9/16 

8:15am Chapel 

4:45pm Public School Confirmation 

6:00pm Worship 

7:00pm Bible Study 

Sunday 
Christian Education Sunday 

9/20 
8:30am &10:30am Worship w/Communion 

9:40am Bible Study & Sunday School 

Wednesday Night Bible Study begins September 16th at 7:00pm. 

Public School Confirmation for 7th & 8th grade students will start Wednesday, September 16th from 4:45pm-5:45pm.  

mailto:rsteffey@trinitymonitor.org
http://www.vlhs.com/hoco26
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and enjoy the Homecoming Parade at 5:45 

pm. (Detailed information about the tailgate, 

parking, ticketing, and more is at 

www.vlhs.com/HCtailgate.) The football 

game kicks off at 7 p.m. versus Hemlock; 

tickets are $7, available for purchase online 

at www.vlhs.com/tickets, or with cash at the 

gate. Presentation of the Homecoming Court 

and crowning of the King and Queen will be 

at halftime. All are invited to join the 

festivities!  
 

VLHS Job Openings:  Valley has openings 

for the following positions: 
 

 Assistant to the Athletic 

Director 

 Freshman Boys Basketball 

Coach 

 Set Builder 
 

More information about each of 

these positions and directions to 

apply can be found at 

www.vlhs.com/jobs. 

 
Stewardship Corner 

Are the demands of daily living 

preventing you from recharging 

your “faith battery’?  In John 15, 

Jesus tells us that, in order to bear 

the fruit of faith, we need to stay 

connected to Him.  Only when we 

remain in Jesus will our faith 

grow.  Buffeted by the winds of 

daily living, it is a constant 

struggle to remain attached to 

Jesus.  However, with God’s 

strength we can set aside time 

daily to read and study His Word 

and to pray, and to worship 

regularly so we can remain in 

Him.  
 

https://www.vlhs.com/HCtailgate
http://www.vlhs.com/tickets
http://www.vlhs.com/jobs

